GEVERAL WOLFE IN GASPE

When Loﬁ%bovrg surrendered in July, 1753, it was only after

stubborn resistance and it had become tco lste in the season to

carry ovt the vlans for the intended advance of the fleet unon

Quebec. General Amherst had received a hurry call to ﬁew York
where Montcalm had beaten off the colonials and regulars at

Ticonderoga. "ith him the took 6,000 troops, so that the army

at Louisborrg was considerably weakened, but to keep the ships

emnloyed and prevent their too early return to England, he

desnatched orders to the remaining troops, and Admiral Boscawen

to the squadron, to spend t-e rest of the season in cruising

along the ¥rench coast as far as Gaspé, in order to despoil the

fishing villages. Solonel Wolfe, as he was at Louisbourg, Brigadier-

General Wolfe as desicnated in these orders, was to command the

troons with Sir Charles Hardy as Admiral of the fleet.

so lone to set her fleet free from Zuromnean waters to pnursue

in America that some such supplementarv byplay was necessary

keeon the ships from gestting back to the other side while the
critical moment in thz great maritime uwar -ras impendipg. The
would serve in a measure too, to forestall any purpose of the

French to strengthen the portals of the St. Lawrsnce river.
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"Sir Charles Hardy and I." Wolfe wrote to his father, "are

prenaring to rob t-e fishermen of their nets and burn their huts.
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When that great exploit is at an epd I return to Louishourg and

thence to England”.
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On this mission seven shivs with three regiments, the 15th

28t~ and G5At-, getr sail August 28th and arrived off Gasp® on September

1th. Bougainville says the soldiers number:zd ¥,500 men and that the

equipment inclnded 12 hovses"ecompletely fashioned" which would seen

to indicate the intention of the general to winter a vart of his

his objective point, whatever his own purnose of
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return may have been. We have no record of any stoos being made
on the way, or of any settlements disturbed.

On arriving in Gasoné Bay the gun ships of the squadron
anchored off Sandy Beach at the historic s»not where in all
oprobability Cartier made his landing in 153 and where Edward VIII
as Prince of Wales, was run agrovnd in 1861, his first contact with
American soil. The transports of the fleet went further uo the bay
within the cove of the Peneuil or Peninsula. The French settlement
in the Bay was then, s» far as we can ascertain, almost wholly on
the broad triangular sandpits of Peninsula point. Quite tc only
intimation we can find in regard to it is from Capt. Hervey

here as aide-de-camm to Wolfe
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Smyth!'s nicture drawn while he wa
engraved and orinted in 1760. Of all the seven published pictures
made by Smyth of views in Canade, this one of Gasp? Bay is much the
worst in drawing, for the artist has taken enormous liberties

with nature in dbringing into his picture both sides of the bay,
cmorescsing the head of the bay thus from a width of three or

four miles to a s»nace so marrow one micht almost jump across.

The point of view is close outside t-e Peninsula, and this brings

the sand bar into the foreground with strong effect and disvlays,
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with very great precision as it oroves, the location of the
buildinge of the settlement. The princinal one of these is a two
storied, steep-gabled structire of considerable dignity for such
a settlement, the main-part havinc a large double door and a
little shed lean-to. Eﬁch wing has a chimney, ani altogether

the building is in strong coatrast to the four cabins or settlers
houses which lie in a row behind it at the.:edge of the spruce:c
wnods. Over on the other side of the bay, on the shore of what is
to-dav called Lobster Cove, stands a sincsle cabin, enough to
indicate that settlement had already extended to both shores.

But the main house was evidently the residence of the intendant,
Reval, who, Bougainville savs, had died three days before Wolfe's
arrival. It was in this house that the General took uv his
habitation while he remained at Gaspé. Bougainville speaks of the
building as a storshouse from which the English obtained a large
quantity of dried cod. It was all of these, beyond doubt; an
official residence and seat of t'e French customs, a storehouse
and the summer cottasgze of General Wolfe during his vacation of
1758, The date of its destruction is not kacwn. It is probable
that the tender-hearted Wolfe left it standing after it had
sheltered him. Its relics evince a confusion of French and English
belongings and its debris which have been, in a way, casually
known, t~ some of the residents during all the years past, are
spoken of varjantlv as from the "French houses" the'"old “prench
custom house" or "Zeneral Wolfe's house."

Taon arrival General Wolfe demanded the surrender of the place
but, as just said, feund the intendant alreaily dead and the settlers
gone un thz rivers. Only two or three responded to the order.

The "surrender" of (asp?® t~ the Pnglis: dates from September S5th
1759. One wonders, in searching for contempprary accounts of the

doines of fhe army ani fleet in the bay, how the men devorted <1l



themselves during their month's stay here. The twelve houses
"completely fashioned™ orobably for a winter's stay, were not
taken ashore. There were above a thousand soldiers and the crews
of seven shins to be keont busy at something. Ouvr wonder may be
qualified as we fhink ~f the waters of the bay, its rivers and
brooks teeming with trout, salmon and tuna, cod, mackerel and
#w€ herring; the wooded hills with moose, caribdu, elk and bear
and much lesser came. The general who esteemed lightly the
dignity of his mission had opportunity to solace his pride and
enjoy the fruits of his "conguest." Brigadier General Murray
afterward to be whipvoed on the Plains of Abraham by General Levis
and even so to become Casnada's first English governor was in the
meantime desvatched to the mouth of the Miramichi river with orders
to destroy the French settlement there and, according to his own
report, he did this effectively, though Bougainville, writing with
contemporary knowledse, says he didn't,that the settlers blocked his
passage to tHe river and that the English left without doing any
damage. Miramichi and its "battle" are the subject of one of Smyth's
sketches and this shows the church and religious establishment standing
on the south ban% of the river; the oresent site, Dr. Ganong says,
of the village of Burnt Church, vwhich he believes embodies in its
name the assault made by Murray's soldiers, A part of the flecet was
also sent by Wolfe to destroy the religious establis'ment at Mont-
Louis on the south shore of the St. Lawrence.

In the early days of October General Wolfe withdrew his forces
and retunrned to Lomishourg. He and his men had had " a much needed
rest" in Gasp® and, in modern parlance, that means, "the time

of their lives."
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