
I
~I
t
,

~
I
I

I

GE~EqAL WOLFE IN GASPB

~fue~ L("\:\~bou-rg su!'rendered. in July, 1753, it vIas only after

stubborn res1stance g,nd it had become too late in the season to

c8.rry opt tlJe plans for t"!:1eintend.ed advance of the fleet uoon
-.

Quebec. General Amherst had received a hurry call to New York

where Montcalm,had beaten off the colonials and regulars at

Ticonderoga. ",'lith him thE! to'Jk 6,ooa t!'oops, so that the army

at Louisbo'1rg ,-ras consider:~bly weakened., but to keep the s~ips

em~loyed and prevent t~eir too early return to England, he

da s':'mtched orders t:> the remaining troops, aCldAdmiral Boscawen

t'J t::e squadr:m, to 5p1endt "e rest of the season i':1 cruising

along the ~rench coast as far as Gaspe, in crd.er to despoil the

fishing villages. ~olonel Wolfe, as he was at Lo~isbour~, Brigadier-

General Wolfe as desi~nated in these or~ers, was to c~nmand the

trooDs Hit~ ,sir ChHrles Q8.rdy as Aclmira.l of t''1e fleet.

Is was not a djgnifjed ~ndertakins. But it had taken England

so lonrr to set 2er fleet f"!"ee f.rom 3uro""'ean ,-raters t:) DurSU.e the drama

keeD the ships fro~ getting back to t~e othe!' side while the, in An}8rica tho.t SO'''18 such supp1e'"'1entar~Tbypl?.Y Has neces~ary to

H,)u.ld serye in a meaSl'.re too, to fore$taJ.l any purpose of the

French to stre~stpen the portals of th8 St. La~r0nce river.
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"Sir Charle s Hardy and I." Wolf'e "TrTroteto his fat"Jer, "are

pre-:Jari:'~lgto rob t'~e fisbermen of t''1eirnets and burn their huts.

l-lhenthat great exploit is at an end I return to Louisbourg and

t'l-}enceto England".

On this missj.on seven ships 1'Tjt~ three regiments, the 15th

28t·~ and 9n'~, S'et:' sail AU8;1Jst28th ani arrj.ved off 'Jas"!),!.on Septe,:p..ber

4th. Bougainvi11e ~ays the soldiers nQ~ber~d ~,50omen and thqt the

equipY'lentinc J'1ded 12 hD',ses"c0'11plet8J_~Tfas~ioned II Hhich 1","ouJ_dseeT'!

to indicate the intention of t~e ge~e~al to ~inter a D~rt of his

a-r~:Tin Gasp'!',h:1s objective "point, :orhateve1:'his O1..J'npur~ose of

return may have been. We ha.ve no recor"!.of any stops being made

on toe way, or of any settlements disturbed.

On arriving in Gas~:H~~Bay the gun ships of the squadron

anchored off Sandy Beach at the historic snot where in all

probability Cartier made his landing in 1534 and where Edward VIII

aR Prince of Wal.es, 10ms run agro'Jnd in 1861, his first contact \-lith

Arnerj.cansail. The transports of the fleet ~vent;further uo the bay

w~t~~n t~e cove of the Peneuil or Peninsula. The French settlement

in t~e Bay was then, S0 far as we can ascertain, almost wholly on

the broad triangular sandpi ts of Penj.nsula point. Quite t':--conly

intimation we can find in regard to it is frDm Capt. Hervey

Smyth' s ~icture dr:.Hom'-711i1ehe Has here as aide-de-cam;:> to "!.oTolfe

engraved and printed in 176~. Of all the seven published pict~res

made by Smyth of vieWs 5.nCanad8., this one of '}asp~ Bay is much Vl.8

worst in draHing, for the artist has taken enormOllS liberties

with nature in brjn~ing into his picture both sides of the bay,

c·-:mT)res~:i_n€the head. of tl-:·ebay thus fr)Y1 a Hidth of three or

four miles to a SD8.ce so narrOH one mi~ht almost jump across.

~he Doint of view is close outside t~9 Peninsula, and this brings

the sand bar into the foreground Hith strong effect and displays,
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with very great precision as it proves, the location of the

buildi~r. of the settlement. The principal one of these is a two

storied, steep-gabled structure of considerable dignity for such

arrival. It •.ras in this huu..s8that the General took UD his

ind~cate that settlement had alrea1y extended to both shores.

h:>~)sesvl'l.ichlie i!1a rOH behind" it at the:,~edgerof the-spruce;(:

''''Jods.Over on t1",-eother sid e of the bay, on the shore of 1..:rhat is

of its destruction is not k1f:-ym. It is probable

t~e building is in strong co~trast to the four cabins or settlers

building as a stQrehouse from which the English obtained a large

to-day called Lobster Cove, stands a s~.no;lecabin, enough to

a settlement, the main·-·parthavin~ a large double door and a

little shed lean-t·o. :2:ach1rIinghas a c>1imney, an-:;altosether

Reval, v!ho, BOllgainvil1e sc.'-YS, b.3.ddied three days before Wolfe's

But the ~ain ho~se ~as evi~ently the resi1ence of tbe intendant,

quantity of dried cod. It was all of t~ese, beyond doubt; an

official residence and seat of t'''eFrench customs, a storehouse

and the su~mer cottage of General Wolfe during his vacation of

habitation while he rem~ined at Gaspe. B6ugainville speaks of the
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that the tender-hearted Wolfe left it standing abter it had

sheltered him. Its relics evince a confusion of French and English

belongings and its debris H"1.ichhave been, in a ~'laY,c9.sually

knovm, t~ so~e of the residents d~wing all the years Dast, are

sDoken of varfantl"'ras from the "French houses II the" :::>ld~'rench

custom bouse" or "I}eneral Wolfe's hOllse."

ry~on ar~ival General ~olfe demanded the surre~der of the place

but, as just said, fG\R"1dt'le intendant alrea'ly dead and the settlers

gone u? tke rivers. O!1ly t-:·!Oor three responded to the order.

The "surren-:'1eY'''of Gasp'; t,:,th~ £ng'_is"ldates fr8m September 5th

175~. One won~crs, in searcn~n$ for contempDrary accDunts of the

doings of the ar~y ani fleet in the bay, how the men dCDorted -/6,-
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themselves during their month's stay here. The twelve houses

"co'TIpletely fashioned" probably for a Hinter's stay, were not

taken ashore. There were above a thousand soldiers and the cre\-.Js

of seven shins to be kept busy at something. Our wonder may be

qualified as we think of t~e waters of the bay, its rivers and

brooks teemi~g with trout, salmon and tuna, cod, mackerel and

~ ~erring; the wooded bills with moose, caribou, elk and be~r

and much lesser game. The general who esteemed li8htly the

dignity of hj.s mission had 0?,port1.mity to solace nis rride and

enjoy t'r1e fruits of his "conquest." Brigadier General Murray

afterHard to be 1rlhirped on the Plains of Abraham by General Levis

and even so to become Canada's first English governor vTaS in the

meantime desuatched to t~e mout~ of t~e Miramichi river with orders

to destroy the French settlement there and, according to )1i.s own

,_ report, he did t~is effectively, though Bougalnville, writing l.'vith
contemporary knowledge, says he didn't>that trre settlers blocked his

passa'!,e to the river and that the EngJ.ish left wi thout doing any

damage. Miramichi and its "battle" are the subject of one of Smyth's
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on t1:t.esouth ban~{ of t:<.e river; the uresent site, Dr. Gan:)ng says,

of E:e villa~e of Burnt Church, Hhich he believes embodies in its

name t~e as saul t made by Nurray' s soldiers, A part of the fleet vTaS

also sent by Wolfe to d.estroy the reLi.gious establ.is11,"11ent at T'~ont-

Louis on t~e south shore of t~e St. Lawrence.

In the early days of October General Wolfe withdrew his forces

aCid retlJrned to Lo')isbo1.l.rg. "Heand his "TIenhad had " a m-uch needed
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